LAKE PARK FRIENDS ANNUAL REPORT 2023

Looking Back, Looking Forward

A Letter from LPF President Anne Hamilton

The headline of this article, “Looking Back,
Looking Forward,” was the theme of a
Founders Lunch put on by Lake Park Friends
on November 15, 2023. At a panel discussion
preceding the luncheon, panelists Diane
Buck and Virginia Small offered valuable
insights into the lessons learned over LPF’s
3o-year history and expressed their ideas
about where we should devote our attention
going forward.

Seventy LPF members attended the
luncheon, including Founders Joanne Barndt,
Diane Buck, Margarete Harvey, Mary Kamps
and Mary Stearns, along with many former
and current board members. It was a reunion
of old friends and co-workers celebrating 30
years of dedicated work and achievements.

I offered this toast to the Founders: “Over
the last 30 years, our community has
benefited from your foresight, your wisdom,
your love of Lake Park, and your continued
commitment to maintaining and improving
the park for all to enjoy. You have been
amazing stewards of this beautiful piece of
land and we are eternally grateful to you.”

Hear, hear!

Another way in which we are “looking back”
is through our archiving project, led by the
History Committee, with the able assistance
of archivist Leigh Albritton. We are working
to develop a record-keeping system that will
be accessible and useful to future
constituents.

Looking forward, the board has now turned
its attention to strategic planning. Our goal
is to have the plan adopted by our annual

Anne Hamilton (far left) moderates a discussion featuring panelists Diane
Buck, Joanne Barndt and Virginia Small.

Lake Park Friends Founders are seated together to enjoy a Lake Park Bistro
lunch and to share stories.

meeting on May 7, 2024. Under the direction of Sara
Wilson (Mayes, Wilson & Associates), we have sought and

Continued on page 2
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Looking Back, Looking Forward, continued from page 1

Staff from Vanguard Sculpture Services restored the bronze bust in
their foundry and installed it back on its granite plinth in Lake Park.

ontof the OlmSI?‘;io n During a
pien f Appreaa conference
ificate o dinner at

Milwaukee
School of

Engineering,
Joanne Barndt
accepts an award
of appreciation
on behalf of Lake
Park Friends
from Olmsted
Network Board
of Directors
Treasurer
William Bell.

Photo by
Phil Schultz.

LPF celebrated its 25th year of Monday concerts in 2023 with
record attendance. Photo by Jeff Bentoff.

analyzed input from former board members and
longtime supporters and are in the process of
establishing goals for the next three years. We are
optimistic that this work will help us agree on the
future direction of LPF and establish priorities as we
move forward.

Other highlights of 2023 included:

* The return of the Christian Wahl monument
from Harriet Tubman Park (previously Wahl
Park). It is now placed at the southern entrance
to Lake Park (near the intersection of Belleview
and Wahl). The dedication took place on
September 11 with several donors to the project
in attendance.

e The Olmsted Network held its annual
conference, “The Olmsteds in Wisconsin,” in
Milwaukee and Lake Geneva from September
20-22; one of the days was hosted by Lake Park
Friends in Lake Park. LPF received one of the
Olmsted Network’s five annual awards at the

conference, a certificate of appreciation for our
work in Lake Park.

* The Ravine Road controversy, which has
consumed much of our time. The status of the
road is set out in a separate article.

Along with these one-time events, LPF has
continued all of our regular activities - stewardship of
the park (especially by the Nature Committee
members), Musical Mondays concerts, Wonderful
Wednesdays concerts, Cirque planning and
execution, tennis lessons, management of the ice
skating rink, membership drives, etc. Ann Wollmer,
the LPF administrator, handles all of this, with
volunteer help, year-round.

In short, we are a small board and an even smaller
staff and we are very busy. 2023 was a good year and
2024 promises to be even better!

With much appreciation to LPF members and
volunteers for all you do to make the park a better
place for all Milwaukeeans!
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Ravine Road Remains Closed

LPF Seeks Compromise

Issue to be presented to Historic Preservation Commission

Lake Park Friends has been advocating for the
reopening of Ravine Road to automobile traffic since
the Concrete Footbridge ribbon-cutting in
November 2022. Our 2019 resolution on the road
and more recent communications on the issue are on

our website, at www.lakeparkfriends.org/news.
We initiated a petition supporting our position on

opening the road to cars in 2019. To date, we have
4,315 who have signed on! And, in the last six

months, the number has increased by more than 500.

The issue appears to be at a stalemate now. The
County has indicated that the road is subject to a
five-year planning process. They have published
estimates ranging from $2.5 million to $4.5 million
for the various options they are considering. These
numbers are three times more than the numbers
published in 2019. What this suggests is that the
September 2023 numbers are likely to increase as the
years pass. LPF would like to fund the interim
reopening of the road during the period while the
County reviews its options, but this suggestion has
been rejected.

To date the issue has not been considered by the
Milwaukee Historic Preservation Commission. In
the coming year we will be pushing to get the issue
before the commission. Our mission statement
highlights the importance of Olmsted’s vision, and
we are committed to ensuring that everything that
happens in the park is consistent with that vision.
‘We will also be pushing hard for a compromise on
the road. The compromise we are offering addresses
environmental issues and traffic concerns during
times in summer when the lakefront is most
crowded, as well as allowing for use by pedestrians,
cyclists and cars.

Ravine Road and Concrete Footbridge, March 2024.

Compromise on road:

o 15 mph speed limit

o Textured pavement

o No trucks

o July 1-Labor Day: open to pedestrians as of
noon on Saturdays and Sundays, as well as
July 3 and Labor Day. Open to car and
bicycle traffic midnight to noon on those
days.

o The rest of the year it would be open to
cars and bicycles, except for weather-
related closures during the winter (to be
determined by the County during snow
emergencies).

These points are consistent with the compromise
set out in LPF’s 2019 Resolution on Ravine Road.
It is a proposal; we’re open to discussion on the
details. We are convinced that a “win-win”
compromise is possible.
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Fi 1al Highlight
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Thank You to Our (Generous Donors

of $150 or more.

WE ARE GRATEFUL for the support of these foundations, corporations and individuals who
contributed to support our mission and programs. Donor levels reflect total given for the year, including
membership dues, which were recorded on or before December 31, 2023. The following list includes gifts

$20,000+
Coles Family Foundation

$10,000 - $15,000
Anonymous Donor 1
Green Tree Garden Club

$5,000 - $9,999
Anne Hamilton & Fred Geilfuss

Mary & Willard Walker

$2,000 - $4,999

Anonymous Donor 2

Alan & Rose Marie Baron
Charitable Fund

Kathy & Robo Brumder

Jennifer & Tom Florsheim

Alison Graf & Richard Schreiner

Heil Family Foundation

Tracey Holevas-Becker & Scott Becker

Tracy Luber & Gil Southwell

Melissa Mooney & Phil Schultz

Linda & Jock Mutschler

Catherine & Bill Perez

James Rowen

Sendik's on Downer

Janice M. Watson

Heide Wetzel

Mary & Robert Ziino

$1,000 - $1,999

Nora & Jim Barry

Barbara & William Boles

Karen & Tom Brittain

Susan & William Burke

Melissa Buschey & Michael Dunn

Jim Cope

Tracy & Dennis Derby

The Downey Family Charitable Fund

Eastcastle Place, Inc.

Greater Milwaukee Foundation
Cottrell Balding Fund

Chris & Scott Hansen

Timothy Hoelter

Caroline Hogan & Larry Glusman

Mary Horowitz

‘Winnie Huebsch

Patti Keating Kahn & Chuck Kahn
Jhousy Leon & Thomas Schafer
Cathy & Paul Luber Charitable Fund
Mary & Peter McCanna

Mary Meegan & Michael Casey
Kelly & Michael O'Brien

Janet & David Olsen

Joe Pabst & John Schellinger

Prairie Springs: Paul Fleckenstein Trust
Jen & John Shank

Rebecca & Brad Simenz

Jane Waldbaum & Steve Morse

Suzy & Ron Walter

Sandra Wiegand

Mary Zaborski

$500 - $999

Shirley Anthony

Drs. Jessica Bailey-Kania & Russell Kania
Christopher Banaszak

Tena & Woody Benson
Bergstrom-Dickinson Charitable Gift Fund
Marjorie Bjornstad & Lowell Froker

Sally & Peter Blommer

Sharon Boeldt

Susan & Liam Callanan

Aleta & Walter Chossek

Sandra & Max Dermond

Buffy & Steve Duback

Elisabeth & John Duggan

Ann Eisenbrown

EJ Ericson Charitable Giving Account
Elizabeth Elser Doolittle Charitable Trusts
Kathy & Louis Fava

Judith & Chris Ford

GE Healthcare Blackbaud Giving Fund
Katherine & Nick Gerrits

Cathy & Steve Hoelter

Carrie & Grant Killoran

Caitlin & Tommy Kolowith

Joan & Tom Kress

Patty LePak

Stephen Lopes

Elaine & Gerry Mainman
Miriam & Richard Meisler
Barb & Bob Monnat

Marjorie & Scott Moon
Elizabeth & Travis Mueller
Beth & Gregory Myers

Jean A. Novy

Betsie & Patrick O'Brien

Joy Peot-Shields & Jim Shields
Carol & Alan Pohl

Jeanne & Larry Prochnow
Kate Raab

Mary Jo & Sam Radcliffe
Colleen Reilly & Dan Ryan
Carl D. Reinhold

Patricia Rieselbach

Paula Rivet

Andrea Roschke & John Gaebler
Jim Schleif & Bill Morley
Sarah & Robert Schmidt
Nancy & John Snyder

Anne E. Stewart

Theresa Sundberg

Maddy Tarbox & Dr. Jeffrey Gruchalski
Susan & Daniel Vliet

Sheldon Wasserman

Wayne Wendling

Jean & Sammis White

Brenda Wood & Joel Haubrich

$250- $499

Advocate Aurora Health Blackbaud
Giving Fund

Kathryn Bach & Eric Steele

Lisa & Jim Borris

Jacqueline Boynton & Peter McAvoy

Joan Brenk

Marcia Brooks & Ed Hammond

Diane & David Buck

Dana V. Cable, Jr.

Michelle Clarke & Andrew Foy

Sara & Willie Coffou

Shirley Conlon & Jess Brownell

Lynn & Jim Connolly

Michael Crichton
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Thank You to Our (Generous Donors

of $150 or more.

WE ARE GRATEFUL for the support of these foundations, corporations and individuals who
contributed to support our mission and programs. Donor levels reflect total given for the year, including
membership dues, which were recorded on or before December 31, 2023. The following list includes gifts

$250 - $499 continued
Kathleen Allen Crocker

Mary Ellen Csuka & Byron Becker
Domer Family Giving Fund
Kathy Donius & Paul Kosidowski
Eileen & Howard Dubner
Beth Duray & Timothy Casey
Jonathan & Debbie Eder Family Fund
Mary Edwards & Tom Meier
Ellen & Thomas Etten

Julia & Patrick Fennelly

Ann Foley & Bill Haury
Karen J. Fox

Allyson & Jason Fry

Judy Gaskell & James Morrell
George L.N. Meyer Family Foundation
Gillian & Michael Gosman
Sharon & Mike Grinker
Karen & Stephen Guy

Sarah & Peter Hammond
Suzanne & Christopher Hanks
Kathleen & John Hickey
Robert A. Holmes

Marsha Huff & James Fretty
Frances L. Hunter

Barbara & Emory Ireland
Cathy Jakicic

Annysa & Michael Johnson
Elizabeth & Scott Jonas

Mary & Charles Kamps
Alison & Kevin Keefe

Sarah & Richard Kimball
Nancy Kirtley

Marie Kohler & Brian Mani
John Kraniak

Sarah & Michael Kubly

Helen Kynaston

Emilia & Chris Layden

Caitlin & Richard Long

David T. Lucas

Julianne & Anthony Maggiore
Carole Manchester

Barbara Manger & Bill Lynch
Denise & Greg McCarthy
Sally Merrell & Ely Leichtling

Carol & Erik Moeser

New Hampshire Charitable Foundation's
Wood Family Fund

Maggie & Joe Newbold

Christine O'Brien

Christine & Robert O'Brien

Yuiko & Thomas O'Reilly

Julie Penman & Jeff Bentoff

Shacey Petrovic & Nate Gubin

Lisa Quezada & Joshua Smith

Tami Quinlan & John Miceli

Christine Radiske & Herbert Quigley

Cathy Reed

Kris & Dave Reicher

Annette Robertson

James Robinson & Laurent Laffineur

Theresa & David Robinson

Karen & Richard Rodgers

Julie & Mason Ross

Marie & Robert Sander

Kathryn & Joseph Sauer

Meagan & Jason Schultz

Sophia Seraphim Partipilo & Vincent Partipilo

Carol & Michael Tarnoff

Glory Tutaj & Nathaniel Blaz

Jan Uebelherr & Doug LeTendre

Rosemary A. Verbanac

Julie Warner & Michael Burr

Katie West & Rick Sankovitz

Jennifer & Thomas Williams

Carol & Lee Wolcott

Barbara & Glen Wuest

Jim Youngerman

$150 - $249

Anonymous Donor 3
Anonymous Donor 4
Anonymous Donor 5

Tamara Arendt

Sandra & Genaro Baez

Baird Foundation, Inc.
Kathleen Barnes & Richard Knoedler
BellDaley Donor Advised Fund
Deborah & Russell Borkin
Margie Boyles & Steve Hinkle

Julie & John Brennan

Lindsay Burke & Matt Domski
Jane Buttars

Mark Cebulski

Sarah & David Clark

Deborah & Dennis Conta

Dixie & Rick Deines

Kathleen Dolan & Thomas Holbrook
Tracey Drechsel & Gary Kasbeer
Mary & John Evans

Deborah & Todd Farris

Terri Flynn & Tom Heraly

Sue & Tim Frautschi

Patricia Gahl & Gregory Polak
Jeff Gallas

James Gensler

Beth Giacobassi

Maureen & Matthew Goldblatt
Ellie Graan & David Riemer
Ellen Guiseppi

Colleen Gunther & Jack Price
Barbara & Michael Guolee

Nick Harris & Timothy Harrison
Rivian & James Hatt

Matthew Helmerich & Jeffrey Harwell
Jan Hill & Paul Toonen

Ann Hirst & Alex Ormandy
Mary Alice & William Houghton
Barbara Ingram & William Tyroler
Ann Jacobs

Marilyn W. John

Mary & Denton Jones

Dana & Robert Kaleta

Diane & Bruce Keyes

Carrie & Rick Kohloff

Janet Kreilein & Gary Powers
Alexandra & Hersh Kumbhani
Mike Lasser & James Horst

Ann R. Maclver

Lisa & Kevin Makowski

Lois Malawsky

Jeaneen & Greg Mardak

Dawn McCarthy & Jeff Loss
Rita & Daryl Melzer

Robin Polzin
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Thank You to Our (Generous Donors

WE ARE GRATEFUL for the support of these foundations, corporations and individuals who
contributed to support our mission and programs. Donor levels reflect total given for the year, including
membership dues, which were recorded on or before December 31, 2023. The following list includes gifts
of $150 or more.

$150 - $249 continued Virginia & Richard Schwartz Jane Tanner & William Hable
Sharon Reed & Stew Brase Susan & John Scripp Lynn & Dan Tarrence

Sheila Reynolds & Robert Chang Linda Serrano & Andrew Locke Mary Jo & David Thome

Celestina & James Sanders Cy & Scott Simonsgaard Marcy Trimberger

Lucy Saunders & Tom Geilfuss Sandra Stark Miles Underwood & David Kudlata
Karin Savage Jennifer & Charles Stearns Mary Beth & Jim Van Dyke

Sarah Schneeberger & Toby Cerqua Valerie & Dan Stefanich Julie Wiegert & Roemel Brown

4 )
SAVE THE DATE!

2024 Cirque du Lake Park

L Saturday, September 7 ) I?(Illi{qCUS((ljfli{

OUR MISSION

Lake Park Friends is a nonprofit organization whose mission is to promote the
preservation and enjoyment of Lake Park, to sponsor educational, recreational and
cultural events in the park, and to raise funds for the restoration and enhancement
of the park in the spirit of Frederick Law Olmsted.
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2022 Conservator Award

H or mATOR LA K g
N OF ey, PAR

Jim Rowen was the recipient of the 2022 Conservator
Award. He posts wonderful, artistic and interesting photos
of Lake Park on his Facebook page and tags the Lake Park
Friends account.

No one has done more to showcase the beauty — both
natural and manmade — of Lake Park. Through his photos,
and social media, he has made the park accessible to all —
very much in keeping with the spirit and principles of
Frederick Law Olmsted.

His photos offer a different perspective and help people see
things that they may not have caught on their own.
Hopefully they may cause people to interact differently
with the park in search of something discovered in one of
his pictures.

HOW TO CONTACT US
Mail: PO. Box 71197, Milwaukee, W1 53211

Email: Jakeparkfriends@sbcglobal.net
Phone: 414.962.1680

2023

LPF Board of Directors

President

Anne Hamilton

Vice Presidents
Sharon Boeldt
Development

Jan Uebelherr

Communications & Nominations

Brenda Wood
Membership & Administration

Secretary
Cathy Jakicic

Treasurer

Don Cramer

Board Members
Nat Blaz

Sharon Boeldt
Roemel Brown
Cathy Jakicic
Annysa Johnson
Nidhi Kashyap
Joan Kress

Hersh Kumbhani
Stephen Lopes

Administrator
Ann Wollmer
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